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The Charter Group

Launch of ‘Lisbon and your Rights at Work: Why the Lisbon Treaty is good for Workers and their Unions
The Charter Group will launch a new 24-page booklet, which outlines why ratification of the Lisbon Treaty would help advance workplace rights, on Tuesday 1st September 2009.

The launch takes place at 10.30am on Tuesday 1st September 2009, at the IMPACT trade union office, Nerney’s Court (off Temple Street), Dublin 1.

Speakers at the launch of Lisbon and your Rights at Work will include:

· Des Geraghty, Former SIPTU President and chair of the Charter Group

· Shay Cody, Deputy General Secretary of IMPACT trade union

· Blair Horan, General Secretary of the CPSU and Secretary of the Charter Group.
The Charter Group was established by a group of trade unionists to campaign for the ratification of the Lisbon Treaty and the implementation of the European Charter of Fundamental Rights in Irish domestic law. The Charter Group’s is supported by many individual trade unionists and its vice chairs include Peter McLoone (General Secretary, IMPACT), Clare Tracey (Director of Social Policy, Irish Nurses Organisation), Steve Fitzpatrick (General Secretary, Communications Workers’ Union) and Senator Ivana Bacik.
Lisbon and your Rights at Work explains how the Lisbon Treaty has the potential to improve workplace rights and employment protections in Ireland and across Europe, including rights to collective bargaining and collective action. This is because the Treaty would establish the European Charter of Fundamental Rights as primary EU law for the first time, giving a wide range of human and civil rights – including workplace rights – the same legal status as existing EU laws and treaties governing internal trade. The booklet also argues that strengthened legal status for the Charter would help the campaign for its full adoption in Ireland, and refutes arguments that ratification of the Lisbon Treaty would erode existing workers’ rights.
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